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(Continued on page 3) 

..”Risk assessment is as important 
for development planners, economic 
planners, as it is for individuals 
responsible for development and 
physical planning in urban areas, 
mangers of large numbers of 
buildings or other vulnerable 
facilities, and insurance and  the 
reinsurance companies which insure 
these facilities.  In the case of 
Jamaica, analyzing hazard exposure 
takes on even greater significance 
because of the isalnds vulnerability 
to multiple hazards – hurricanes, 
floods, landslides, and earhtquakes”.  

 

Damaged Yallahs Fording, St. Thomas, Jamaica after 
Hurricanes Dennis and Emily 2005.  The fording was the major 
link between Kingston and the Eastern section of the country. 
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On the cover:  Jamaican Women:  

Woman working at a coffee mill 

Source:www.jamaica-gleaner.com 

Sherone Simpson: Athlete 

Jaunel McKenzie: Fashion Model 

The late Dr. The Hon. Louise Bennett  

Coverly—Cultural Icon, Folklorist 

Fae Ellington—Journalist 

Jodi Ann Maxwell– 1998 Scripps How-
ard Spelling Bee Champion 
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Figure 1:Hazard, Exposure, Vulnerability, and Risk 

,��4


3������45����
��������6�����3���������	�/����'���*� 5�"�
���������*�����
����
��

,���
������&���
���
0�����������'***




�

�

Pre-disaster phase � Post-disaster 
phase �

Risk 
Identification �

Mitigation � Risk transfer � Preparedness � Emergency 
response �

Rehabilitation 
and 

reconstruction �
Hazard 
assessment 
(frequency, 
magnitude, and 
location)�

Physical/structural 
mitigation works�

Insurance and 
reinsurance of 
public 
infrastructure 
and private 
assets�

Early warning 
systems and 
communication 
systems�

Humanitarian 
assistance�

Rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of 
damaged critical 
infrastructure�

Vulnerability 
assessment 
(population and 
assets 
exposed)�

Land-use planning 
and building codes�

Financial market 
instruments 
(catastrophe 
bonds and 
weather indexed 
hedge funds)�

Contingency 
planning (utility 
companies and 
public services)�

Clean-up, 
temporary 
repairs, and 
restoration of 
services�

Macroeconomic 
and budget 
management 
(stabilization and 
protection of 
social 
expenditures)�

Risk 
assessment (a 
function of 
hazard and 
vulnerability)�

Economic incentives 
for pro-mitigation 
behaviour�

Privatization of 
public services 
with safety 
regulation 
(energy, water, 
and 
transportation)�

Networks of 
emergency 
responders  
(local and 
national)�

Damage 
assessment�

Revitalization for 
affected sectors 
(exports, tourism, 
and agriculture)�

Hazard 
monitoring and 
forecasting 
(GIS, mapping, 
and scenario 
building)�

Education, training 
and awareness 
about risks and 
prevention�

Calamity Funds 
(national or local 
level)�

Shelter facilities 
and evacuation 
plans�

Mobilization of 
recovery 
resources 
(public, 
multilateral and 
insurance)�

Incorporation of 
disaster 
mitigation 
components in 
reconstruction 
activities�

Building and strengthening national systems for disaster prevention and response:  These systems are an integrated, 
cross-sector network of institutions addressing all the above phases of risk reduction and disaster recovery.  Activities 
that need support are policy and planning, reform of legal and regulatory frameworks, coordination mechanisms, 
strengthening of participating institutions, national action plans for mitigation policies, and institutional development�

Table 1: Key Elements of Risk Management 

 Source: Inter-American Development Bank, 2003 
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“The exclusion of women’s sexual and 
reproductive rights and the elimination of 
gender-based violence from the targets and 
indicators of this goal was said to undermine 
the attainment of gender equality and women’s 
empowerment.”  
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Alberto 
Beryl 
Chris 

Debby 
Ernesto 
Florence 
Gordon 
Helene 
Isaac 
Joyce 
Kirk 

Leslie 
Michael 
Nadine 
Oscar 
Patty 

Rafael 
Sandy 
Tony 

Valerie 
William�
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Staff welfare is important...Organizations 
should be sensitive to the needs of staff 
during and immediately after a disaster 
event.  
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