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� An urban area is a place is classified 
as urban if it “possesses a population 
of 2,000 or more persons and provides 
a number of amenities and utilities 
which indicate modern living”.

� Push and pull factors of migration -
economic, social and environmental 
implications.

� Changing pattern of urban 
development from 1970-2001.
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� Most significant population change in the 
past 30 years.

� Significant population shift from 1991 to 
2001 in St. Catherine 381,972 to 482,308.

� St. Catherine has 3 times the growth 
observed for all Jamaica (26.3%).

� Growth in St. Catherine as result of both 
planned and unplanned development of 
urban centres such as Portmore, Hellshire, 
Spanish Town, Ewarton, Linstead, Bog 
Walk, Old Harbour and Old Harbour Bay.
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Population Pyramid for the Study Area in St. 
Catherine 1991 and 2001
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� Between 1991 and 2001 St. Catherine 
overtook St. Andrew as a favourable 
destination.

� Net Gain of 62,656 in St. Catherine 
compared to a net gain of 24,363 in 
St. Andrew.

� Net gains predominantly from 
Kingston & St. Andrew (50,000) and 
Clarendon (2,090).
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� The urban population in St. Catherine 
grew by 25% between 1991 and 
2001.
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� Old Harbour had one of the highest 
rates of growth in all Jamaica.

� Population increased to 23,823 in 
2001 from 17,966 in 1991.

� Population of 29,835 in 2005.
� The population of Old Harbour is 

steadily growing and spilling over into 
Old Harbour Bay.
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� Site for residential 
and commercial 
developments.

� Large commuting 
population- many 
residents work in 
the Kingston 
Metropolitan region 
(KMR).

� Employees of local 
business reside 
outside the area.
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� Fishing – major industry
- 1042  registered fishermen
- 268 boats
- directly affected by the Old 

Harbour bypass section of 
Highway 2000

� Agriculture

� Manufacturing – food 
processing, animal feed

� Financial Services

� Commercial Establishment
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Some impacts of 

urbanization
- Inappropriate 

haphazard development

- Inadequate basic 
services e.g. water etc.

- Poor Physical 
Infrastructure e.g. 
drainage

- Congestion
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Some impacts of urbanization
- Natural Hazard Proneness 

especially flooding.

- Inadequate waste 
management

- Environmental Degradation
- Deforestation
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Some impacts of urbanization
� Overcrowding on beaches
� Encroachment of housing
� Pollution (air and effluent)/old asbestos 

plant
� Encroachment on Wetlands
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� Old Harbour – one of the fastest 
growing towns in Jamaica. 

� Projections show Old Harbour as one 
of the fastest growing urban centres 
for the future.

� Development of Old Harbour as a 
commercial and residential district.
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Internal Migration and Development

To achieve a balance between the 
spatial distribution of the population 
and that of development i.e. 
investment programmes and project. 
It is necessary to ensure that the 
spread of population and resource is 
such as to minimize the adverse 
effects on the environment.
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� Basic Infrastructure and 
Services 

� Solid Waste 
Management

� Poverty Alleviation 
� Crime and Violence
� Land Use Management
� Agriculture
� Water/Irrigation

� Local Governance
� Recreational/Social 

Spaces
� Environmental 

Management
� Disaster 

Management 
� Population 

Ageing/Structure
� Health
� Education
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