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RE: Housing data provided in the Economic and Social Survey Jamaica (ESS]J), 2019

The Planning Institute of Jamaica annually publishes data on developments in the Construction Industry, including key
indicators of performance. Among the key indicators published are time series data on Housing Starts and Housing
Completions, which are used to analyse the out-turn for the Residential Housing Construction component of the
Building Construction category. The 2019 dataset is presented in the ESS] 2019 in Table [4.1, Major Performance
Indicators of the Construction Industry. All the data included in this Table are provided by official sources, for
example, the National Housing Trust (NHT) and the Housing Agency of Jamaica (HA)).

TABLE 14.1

MAJOR PERFORMANCE INDICATORS OF THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY, 2014-2019

Percentage Change

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018" 2019° 2018 2019

2017 2018

Total Housing Starts 20390 14670 30240 42800 38620 116820 -9.8 202.5
Number of Housing Starts by NHT 15490 12700 30240 32770 36650 81200 11.8 121.6
Total Housing Completions 22830 23820 14200 13570 24170 2168.0 78.1 -10.3
Number of Housing Completions by NHT 16130 13020 13230 12120 22140 19530 82.7 -11.8
Total Number of Mortgages 134280 150540 131550 156320 96550 98820 -40.2 2.4
Number of Mortgages by NHT 63240 59640 54670 63680 70530 73820 10.8 4.7
Total Value of Mortgages ($M) 34167.1 347235 391848 49530.0 50264.0 554054 -1.4 10.2
Value of Mortgages by NHT ($M) 177111 17080.2 17159.4 213453 283350 275920 32.7 -2.6
Commercial Bank Loans & Advances ($M) 24 371.1 26157.0 254465 28601.3 34621.7 494916 21.0 429
Cement Supply (‘000 Tonnes) 722.0 782.7 833.2 898.5 963.8 940.2 7.3 -2.4
Cement Imports ('000 Tonnes) 124.7 124.9 42.0 87.6 180.9 192.4 106.5 6.4
Silica Sand Production (‘000 tonnes) 15.8 15.6 19.8 22.6 24.5 21.7 8.4 13.1
Limestone Production ('000 tonnes) 21380 19601 27481 29119 31324 2860.0 7.6 -8.7
Sand and Gravel Production ('000 tonnes) 21180 22081 17665 19964 18019 18019 -9.7 0.0
Paint Production (‘000 Itrs) 95370 101510 99490 104540 108180 124710 35 15.3
Asphalt Sales (‘000 Itrs) 13523.0 23000.0 15920.0 148817 23487.2 186625 57.8 -20.5
Employment (annual average '000 persons) 80.9 82.6 102.9 97.8 103.5 108.4 5.8 4.7

r - revised
p - preliminary
Source: Compiled by the Planning Institute of Jamaica

The Housing Starts and Completions data include information on the Government of Jamaica led developments (the
NHT and the HAJ) or developments facilitated by the GOJ (Private Developers under the NHT Interim Financing
Agreement). No information on developments financed and undertaken strictly by private developers are included
in the dataset.
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As shown in the Table above, Housing Starts totalled | | 682 units in 2019, disaggregated into 8 120 by the NHT and
3 562 by the HAJ. There were no starts by Private Developers under the NHT’s Interim Financing Agreement. The
data on Housing Completions indicate that for 2019 there were 2 168 units completed, disaggregated as follows: |
953 by the NHT; none by the HAJ; and 215 by Private Developers under the NHT Interim Financing Agreement.

The difference in the data for Housing Starts and Housing Completions is due to the fact that Housing developments
take multiple years to be completed.

Since the publication of the ESSJ 2019, the PIOJ has received revised data on Housing Starts and Completions for
2018 and 2019 as per Table below. The revised data will be published in the 2020 edition of the ESS).

REVISED HOUSING STARTS & COMPLETIONS, 2018-2019

2018 2019
Total Housing Starts 3 664 11 682
Total Housing Completions 2488 4833

Source: Compiled by the Planning Institute of Jamaica
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